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Tribute: James W. Smith, of Absolutely Smooth Fox Terriers 

We are saddened to share the news that Mr. James W. Smith, of North Collins, New York, well 
known in the dog world for his Absolutely line of Smooth Fox Terriers, passed away on April 4. 

Smith was involved in the dog sport for more than 60 years, having exhibited a Dalmatian at his 
first show in 1956. He acquired a Wire Fox Terrier in 1957, and he brought home his first 
Smooth in 1962. 

He was a three-time president of the American Fox Terrier Club and was AKC Delegate for the 
Dalmatian Club of America for 26 years, later representing the Washington State Obedience 
Training Club. He was inactive in breeding or showing for much of the 1990s while serving on 
the AKC’s Board of Directors—including a year as Chairman, from 1994–1995.  

In 1999 he acquired a Smooth from Eddie Boyes, resuming participation in showing and 
breeding. Absolutely has produced over 50 bred, owned, and campaigned champions, as well as 
Best in Show dogs, national and regional specialty winners, and numerous group winners.  

Smith was named 2012 AKC Breeder of the Year. A few months before receiving that award, he 
shared in an interview with the Buffalo News [see link below] his reaction to being chosen 
Terrier Group Breeder of the Year: “My reaction was not quite ‘There must be some mistake,’ 
but literally, ‘You need to find somebody else’ … I have been breeding dogs for a long, long 
time, and I have had a lot of success, but there are people in the Terrier Group, all friends of 
mine, who have had more success breeding Smooth Fox Terriers than I have had. But you don’t 
argue with the American Kennel Club. They determined this year that I would be the person, and 
so I graciously accepted.” 

The interview continued: “I have had extraordinary success in the show ring,” says Smith, who 
says he must share credit with Dana Gabel, his kennel manager, and professional handlers Eddie 
and Lesley Boyes of Grass Valley, California. “I’m sort of the glue that holds everything 
together … These three other people really get the job done.” 

He loved extolling the virtues of the Smooth Fox Terrier breed. “The dogs are not demanding,” 
he said. “They’re not after you to throw the ball. If you’re sitting reading a book or watching 
television in the evening, they might be at your feet, but at the same time, they might be lying 
down in the next room. They are not craving attention and affection the way some dogs do. 
They’re like a good marriage; they give you plenty of space.” 

Smith said his greatest pleasure was simply sitting and watching puppies play and develop. He 
would keep his dogs until fully grown because “Smooth Fox Terriers are chameleons—some 
ungainly pups outgrow the awkward stage and become gorgeous adults, while others are 



beautiful adolescents and not so striking as adults. We want to keep them until they are 8 or 10 
months old, to see what they are going to be.”  

He and Gabel were very careful about who ended up with an Absolutely dog, and, as with most 
responsible breeders, the dogs they bred could always come back if needed. “We say, if you get 
to a point where you can no longer take care of this dog and you’ve got nobody else, of course 
we will take it back … and we’ve got some dogs to prove it.” 

Smith and Gabel were honored with a recent prestigious win: GCHG Absolutely Signature, 
known as Bradley, won the Terrier Group at the 2017 AKC National Championship last 
December. 

Our sincere condolences to Jim Smith's family and friends. 

(Cited: "Longtime breeder James W. Smith on top of fox terrier world," by Anne Neville, The 
Buffalo News, 8/14/2012 

 


